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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SHUSTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2322. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R. 
4981, as amended; H.R. 6051, as amend-
ed, H.R. 1556; H.R. 5546, as amended; 
H.R. 5606; H.R. 5026; and H.R. 2322. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MARINE DEBRIS RESEARCH, PRE-
VENTION, AND REDUCTION ACT 

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill (S. 362) to establish a pro-
gram within the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and the 
United States Coast Guard to help 
identify, determine sources of, assess, 
reduce, and prevent marine debris and 
its adverse impacts on marine environ-
ment and navigation safety, in coordi-
nation with non-Federal entities, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. 362 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Marine De-
bris Research, Prevention, and Reduction 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to help identify, determine sources of, 

assess, reduce, and prevent marine debris 
and its adverse impacts on the marine envi-
ronment and navigation safety; 

(2) to reactivate the Interagency Marine 
Debris Coordinating Committee; and 

(3) to develop a Federal marine debris in-
formation clearinghouse. 
SEC. 3. NOAA MARINE DEBRIS PREVENTION AND 

REMOVAL PROGRAM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—There is 

established, within the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, a Marine De-
bris Prevention and Removal Program to re-
duce and prevent the occurrence and adverse 
impacts of marine debris on the marine envi-
ronment and navigation safety. 

(b) PROGRAM COMPONENTS.—The Adminis-
trator, acting through the Program and sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, 
shall carry out the following activities: 

(1) MAPPING, IDENTIFICATION, IMPACT AS-
SESSMENT, REMOVAL, AND PREVENTION.—The 
Administrator shall, in consultation with 
relevant Federal agencies, undertake marine 
debris mapping, identification, impact as-
sessment, prevention, and removal efforts, 
with a focus on marine debris posing a threat 

to living marine resources and navigation 
safety, including— 

(A) the establishment of a process, building 
on existing information sources maintained 
by Federal agencies such as the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the Coast 
Guard, for cataloguing and maintaining an 
inventory of marine debris and its impacts 
found in the navigable waters of the United 
States and the United States exclusive eco-
nomic zone, including location, material, 
size, age, and origin, and impacts on habitat, 
living marine resources, human health, and 
navigation safety; 

(B) measures to identify the origin, loca-
tion, and projected movement of marine de-
bris within United States navigable waters, 
the United States exclusive economic zone, 
and the high seas, including the use of ocean-
ographic, atmospheric, satellite, and remote 
sensing data; and 

(C) development and implementation of 
strategies, methods, priorities, and a plan for 
preventing and removing marine debris from 
United States navigable waters and within 
the United States exclusive economic zone, 
including development of local or regional 
protocols for removal of derelict fishing gear 
and other marine debris. 

(2) REDUCING AND PREVENTING LOSS OF 
GEAR.—The Administrator shall improve ef-
forts to reduce adverse impacts of lost and 
discarded fishing gear on living marine re-
sources and navigation safety, including— 

(A) research and development of alter-
natives to gear posing threats to the marine 
environment, and methods for marking gear 
used in specific fisheries to enhance the 
tracking, recovery, and identification of lost 
and discarded gear; and 

(B) development of effective nonregulatory 
measures and incentives to cooperatively re-
duce the volume of lost and discarded fishing 
gear and to aid in its recovery. 

(3) OUTREACH.—The Administrator shall 
undertake outreach and education of the 
public and other stakeholders, such as the 
fishing industry, fishing gear manufacturers, 
and other marine-dependent industries, and 
the plastic and waste management indus-
tries, on sources of marine debris, threats as-
sociated with marine debris and approaches 
to identify, determine sources of, assess, re-
duce, and prevent marine debris and its ad-
verse impacts on the marine environment 
and navigational safety, including outreach 
and education activities through public-pri-
vate initiatives. The Administrator shall co-
ordinate outreach and education activities 
under this paragraph with any outreach pro-
grams conducted under section 2204 of the 
Marine Plastic Pollution Research and Con-
trol Act of 1987 (33 U.S.C. 1915). 

(c) GRANTS, COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS, AND 
CONTRACTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, acting 
through the Program, shall enter into coop-
erative agreements and contracts and pro-
vide financial assistance in the form of 
grants for projects to accomplish the purpose 
set forth in section 2(1). 

(2) GRANT COST SHARING REQUIREMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), Federal funds for any 
grant under this section may not exceed 50 
percent of the total cost of such project. For 
purposes of this subparagraph, the non-Fed-
eral share of project costs may be provided 
by in-kind contributions and other noncash 
support. 

(B) WAIVER.—The Administrator may 
waive all or part of the matching require-
ment under subparagraph (A) if the Adminis-
trator determines that no reasonable means 
are available through which applicants can 
meet the matching requirement and the 
probable benefit of such project outweighs 

the public interest in such matching require-
ment. 

(3) AMOUNTS PAID AND SERVICES RENDERED 
UNDER CONSENT.— 

(A) CONSENT DECREES AND ORDERS.—If au-
thorized by the Administrator or the Attor-
ney General, as appropriate, the non-Federal 
share of the cost of a project carried out 
under this Act may include money paid pur-
suant to, or the value of any in-kind service 
performed under, an administrative order on 
consent or judicial consent decree that will 
remove or prevent marine debris. 

(B) OTHER DECREES AND ORDERS.—The non- 
Federal share of the cost of a project carried 
out under this Act may not include any 
money paid pursuant to, or the value of any 
in-kind service performed under, any other 
administrative order or court order. 

(4) ELIGIBILITY.—Any State, local, or tribal 
government whose activities affect research 
or regulation of marine debris, and any insti-
tution of higher education, nonprofit organi-
zation, or commercial organization with ex-
pertise in a field related to marine debris, is 
eligible to submit to the Administrator a 
marine debris proposal under the grant pro-
gram. 

(5) GRANT CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES.—With-
in 180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Administrator shall promulgate 
necessary guidelines for implementation of 
the grant program, including development of 
criteria and priorities for grants. In devel-
oping those guidelines, the Administrator 
shall consult with— 

(A) the Interagency Committee; 
(B) regional fishery management councils 

established under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.); 

(C) State, regional, and local governmental 
entities with marine debris experience; 

(D) marine-dependent industries; and 
(E) nongovernmental organizations in-

volved in marine debris research, prevention, 
or removal activities. 

(6) PROJECT REVIEW AND APPROVAL.—The 
Administrator shall— 

(A) review each marine debris project pro-
posal to determine if it meets the grant cri-
teria and supports the goals of this Act; 

(B) after considering any written com-
ments and recommendations based on the re-
view, approve or disapprove the proposal; 
and 

(C) provide notification of that approval or 
disapproval to the person who submitted the 
proposal. 

(7) PROJECT REPORTING.—Each grantee 
under this section shall provide periodic re-
ports as required by the Administrator. Each 
report shall include all information required 
by the Administrator for evaluating the 
progress and success in meeting its stated 
goals, and impact of the grant activities on 
the marine debris problem. 
SEC. 4. COAST GUARD PROGRAM. 

(a) STRATEGY.—The Commandant of the 
Coast Guard, in consultation with the Inter-
agency Committee, shall— 

(1) take actions to reduce violations of and 
improve implementation of MARPOL Annex 
V and the Act to Prevent Pollution from 
Ships (33 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.) with respect to 
the discard of plastics and other garbage 
from vessels; 

(2) take actions to cost-effectively monitor 
and enforce compliance with MARPOL 
Annex V and the Act to Prevent Pollution 
from Ships (33 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.), including 
through cooperation and coordination with 
other Federal and State enforcement pro-
grams; 

(3) take actions to improve compliance 
with requirements under MARPOL Annex V 
and section 6 of the Act to Prevent Pollution 
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